A SUMMER CHINESE
LANGUAGE IMMERSION PROGRAM

STARTALK is one of several federal government initiatives aimed at
increasing the number of Americans learning critically needed languages
such as Arabic, Chinese, Hindi, and Persian, through new and expanded
programs from kindergarten through universities and into the work force.
STARTALK funds provide high school and middle school students with
language learning experiences and language teachers with professional
development opportunities in both residential and non-residential
settings during the summer months.

The program administered by National Foreign Language Center
at the University of Maryland ( ) focuses on
summer programs for high school and middle school students and
professional development programs for prospective and current
teachers for levels K-16. The Southern California Council of
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based on the National Standards for Foreign Language Learning.
Also, the students will be given ongoing and varied opportunities
to develop their language skills and learn about the richness
of Chinese culture through online Moodles, digital media,
artistic projects, and cultural activities on Lion Dancing, Chinese
Diabolo, Calligraphy, Chinese Crafts, and others. The pre and post
assessments and surveys will be conducted under the guidelines of the
federal STARTALK program for audits and research purposes.

Testimonies of the 2007 STARTALK program sponsored by

the heritage language schools:

e “Whatlliked best about the program was the people in it. At first when
[ started the program, I didn’t know anybody and I thought they were
different than me. It turned out that they were really nice and I made
friends with almost everybody there. They helped me and I enjoyed
spending time with them. It was a lot of fun meeting new people.”

e “Theprogram broadened my knowledge of Chinese culture. [ am glad I
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