Dallas Workshop
CLTA-Texas, 2/14-15, 2009

Designing Standards-Based Activities

Title of the Activity __ldiom Story Designer: _Xinyan_Liu__Plano ISD

Grade Level _High School (9"-12™) Proficiency Level: Intermediate Low (The third year learning)

Objectives
Of the Activity

YA T

Understand, explain and perform the historical background and cultural significance of Chinese idioms

Description of

Each student chooses his/her partners, 2-3 students a group and gets the teacher’s approval.

the Activity Each group chooses a different idiom story from the list provided by the teacher

?Iiim"fk{ Students in groups search the historical and cultural information of their chosen idiom story, writes the
description/script about the story, and design posters demonstrating historical background (such as
dynasty, clothing, characters, etc.) as well as cultural significance (how and in what contexts the idioms
are appropriately used). Posters will be displayed on the wall in class. Each group either performs a play
or shows the filmed video clip of the idiom story.

Standards Targeted Communication: Write/perform/film an idiom story.

7 Culture: research and understand the historical background and cultural significance of the idiom
Connection: producing a play, filming a video clip, designing posters

3 Modes of Interpretive mode: Writing the description/script for the idiom Story

Communication

e

Presentational mode: Perform the idiom story
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Title of the Activity Thanksgiving and Moon Festival Designer: Yumi Wen, DCBC Chinese School
Grade Level: mixed 9"-12" Proficiency Level: Intermediate

Objectives Able to describe the origin and tradition of Thanksgiving

Of the Activity Able to compare Thanksgiving with Chinese Moon Festival

TrzPEpY

Description of Students read an article related to the history and traditions of Thanksgiving

the Activity Students search on internet about Chinese Moon Festival

L JFL‘ Students in small groups compare the two festivals: food, stories, history, celebration

Standards Targeted | Communication: discuss how their families celebrate the two festivals

FEE R Culture: understand, describe Thanksgiving and Moon Festival

Comparison: compare these two festivals

3 Modes of Interpersonal: find out from each other what Thanksgiving and Moon Festival mean to them

Communication Interpretive: read an article about Thanksgiving and search the information about Moon Festival

I e Presentational: Write a letter to one’s parents expressing thanks and gratitude
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Title of the Activity: Celebrating Chinese Lunar New Year Designer: Zhaohong L.
Grade Level: 9™ - 12"

Proficiency Level: Intermediate Low

Owx>

owx>

Objectives Understand and appreciate the culture and tradition of the Chinese New Year

Of the Activity

EEhE

Description of Students spend two weeks to study this most important Chinese traditional holiday. By the end of the unit,
the Activity every 2-3 students will form a group to make a movie to demonstrate their understanding of the culture and
SRR tradition of Chinese Lunar New Year.

Day 1: Study the tradition of Lunar New Year:

Search internet to find the answers for the following questions:

a. What’s the date of this year’s Lunar New Year? How many days does the Chinese New Year last?

b. What’s this year’s animal of the zodiac?

c. What are the main activities that Chinese people usually do during the New Year time? List the names of
the activities.

d. Please list the similarly and difference of Chinese New Year and Christmas;

Produce a PowerPoint presentation as homework to show your favorite New Year traditions. Students are
required to write 3-5 sentences to explain each of their slides.

Day 2: In-class presentation:

Class discussion about the New Year Tradition;

Individual PowerPoint Presentation;

Teacher summarization by showing teacher’s power point;

Day 3: Experiencing Lunar New Year

Write spring couplets, display them at Dinning Hall, awarding top three winners judged by Chinese boarders;
Decorate the classroom and dinning Hall, and

Making and eating dumplings and Tang Yuan
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Day 4: Product
Movie time. Students will use the information in their Powerpoint studied on Day 2 to make their movie. It is
a big time to show!!!

Day 5: Assessment
Written test;
Record 2 minute oral presentation.

School wide celebration:

A. Upper School Assembly: In order to let entire school to be aware of this culture, all of the students from the

Chinese program perform a 35 min Assembly;
B. Lower School Presentation: In order to help the younger kids to learn this culture, Chinese program students
gave a Chinese New Year presentation in Chinese and English.

Standards Targeted
FYEE

Communication: All of these lessons, discussion, presentation are conducted in the target language
Culture: Lunar New Year
Connection:
A. Connection between the Chinese language and Technology;
B. Connection between the Chinese language and Chinese arts including music, instruments, games, dance,
calligraphy;
Comparison: Chinese holiday and American holiday
Community:
A. Chinese class students vs Chinese students from China;
B. Upper School students vs. Lower School students;
C. Chinese class students vs. the students in the entire school

3 Modes of
Communication

st

Interpersonal Communication: Class discussion, Q and A after Teacher’s Powerpoint Presentation

Interpretive Communication: Internet searching for the traditions and calligraphy; Supplement reading
material about Chinese New Year;

Presentational Communication: Write scripts for the movies; Movie acting; Audio recording




